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THE NEXT DECADE AT UM:
AN INTERVIEW WITH PANTZER
By Kathleen MacDonald
UM Information Services

MISSOULA--Major issues which face the University of Montana today will probably continue to con
cern administrators during the 1970s, UM President Robert T. Pantzer said in a recent in
terview.
"The problems," he said, "include working to maintain a University atmosphere where the
faculty has the freedom to teach the knowledge available to them; trying to broaden the free
dom of the student to examine, investigate and inquire freely; and maintaining a strong in
stitution in dollars and cents.

Excellence in education doesn’t have a bargain basement

price tag on it."
During the next 10 years UM will be emerging as a true University, Pantzer said.
sure the importance of graduate education is now evident, " he said.

"I am

"And the University

can be expected to move into more graduate programs."
This institution may move in the direction of the medically related sciences, he said.
"However, a medical center may not specifically involve this University alone," Pantzer
emphasized.
He said that efforts should be channeled to strengthen existing programs rather than ex
panding into too many new ones.

"I believe that the quality of education is the most impor

tant single factor in the interests of both the student and society.

We have much to do

with keeping up with existing programs," said Pantzer.
Students in the

1970s

will be more articulate, inquiring and knowledgable than

ever before, he said.
more
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"They will want to participate in the affairs of colleges and universities to a greater
extent than even now exists," Pantzer emphasized.

"This is a strength to the school if

students are invited to participate."
Evidence of this participation will be shown as many work on important committees and
groups, he added.
"However, because of some lack of materials and experience and the short period they are
at the University, students could never operate the school or participate to the extent that
they would be significantly involved in its operation," he said.

"But they can assist by

suggesting, by urging and by relating to others and thereby providing an impact on the
school’s policies and practices."
The president said he expects a greater liberality in living conditions and recreation
at colleges and universities in general during the 1970s.

"We must recognize," he said,

"that students can be responsible and should be allowed more freedom."
Pantzer said the University of Montana will continue to move away from the parent image
during the new decade.

"Modes of conduct and dormitory rules may be relaxed on campus.

However, we will continue to expect students to conduct themselves in a manner which meets
the requirements of our society."
The traditional method of financing a college education will probably prevail during the
1970s said, Pantzer.
"A greater portion of the cost will be borne by the student.

Year-by-year student fees

have increased to involve a greater percentage of the budget," he said.
The president said many people believe a student should pay the full cost of his educa
tion because the student benefits from the education.
"However, this overlooks the fact that education is a' benefit to all society," Pantzer
said.

"Democracy is founded on the premise that we educate our young to the fullest extent

possible with minimum preference to a student's social or financial advantages.
more
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we hope to admit all Montana students who are graduated from

Montana high schools so that they have the chance to succeed," he said.
"I believe that a quality junior college where lower division courses could be taught
might help in the education process," said Pantzer.

"Students could transfer to the Uni

versity for upper-division courses and graduate work.
"This solution seems sensible, less costly and to the best interests of students.
ever, this depends on development of higher education in this state during the
Pantzer concluded.
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